South Luffenham Village Hall Car Park Proposal May 2025

Car parking for Village Hall users in South Luffenham has been an issue for many years
but since the completion of the hall refurbishment projectin 2022 it has become even
more pertinent. The hall now attracts external hirers throughout the week which means
some attendees come from other areas of the county and not just South Luffenham
residents and therefore increases the number of cars in the village. There are regular
day time classes which typically have a need for 15+ cars. Adhoc hiring for children’s
parties, wedding and other events can mean up to 30 cars. Our 2020 pre refurbishment
survey (and therefore pre all the regular classes we have now) indicated that 72% of hall
users came to the hallin their car and 57% indicated they sometimes found it difficult to
park with another 14% saying it was always difficult.

We also have our own Village Hall events, as do the church, which although most
attendees do walk to the hall, it can also mean organizers need to have their vehicles at
the hall. Currently there is no provision for disabled parking and cars cannot be parked
outside the hall on Hall Lane due to restricting access for other road users, particularly
for emergency vehicles.

We had been fortunate in recent years to be able to use the car park at The Boot out of
opening hours, at the landlords discretion, to ease some of the parking congestion
around the hall, although this only helped in a small way and was never a permanent or
guaranteed solution. However, the recent sale of The Boot means this is no longer
available to us and finding a solution to the issue of car parking has become more
urgent and relevant.

We have recently consulted again with the Parish Council about the possibility of using
a section of the Parish Field behind the Village Hall to create a car park for hall users, to
find a permanent solution to this ongoing problem.

We have already undertaken preliminary consultations with planning officers from
Rutland County Council and also engaged the professional services of Malcolm
Foulkes- Arnold from Corporate Architecture Limited to draw up a proposed plan.

The proposed car parking area will be a plastic tray grasscrete ground reinforcement
system which will also ensure protection for tree roots, give appropriate drainage and
keep the area ‘green’. The area will be sympathetically fenced with pedestrian access
gates installed and an access gate onto the rest of the field for grass cutting /
maintenance access. Access will be from The Street incorporating the existing entrance
and 5 bar gate. The gate will be padlocked at all times other than when the car park is
being used by hall users. We stress that our intention is that it will NOT be a public car
park and it’s use is only for hall users, and for the church with prior arrangement.
Although we will not be installing electric car charging stations we will be “future
proofing’ by installing the cabling to do so in the future should the demand arise. The
proposed area will facilitate parking for approximately 20 vehicles including designated
disabled spaces.



Although not a public right of way access to the hall and onto Hall Lane from the Parish
Field will still be available to pedestrians through access gates.

Currently only 1 class a week takes place in the evening and only until 8pm. For evening
bookings our licence dictates that the premises have to be ‘dark’ by 11.30pm and that
will include vacating the car park by then too therefore minimising any potential
disruption to immediate residents.

We are very aware that the Village Hall and Parish Field are in a conservation area and
the field is also a designated Open Space and therefore will be doing everything we can
to keep the impact of the car park minimal and aesthetically in keeping with the
surroundings whilst providing a solution to the congestion issues that are increasingly
causing disruption to residents.

The project is still subject to planning permission and also grant applications for
funding. If these are successful we hope that the project will be completed early in
2026.
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